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A Long and Winding Road Trip

Two Days of Mourning for Miners

For o8 hours flags flow ot half mast, all con-
certs were cancelled, and the natlion rement-
berod 15 af fes citizons that dicd follawing.
one of e worst mining accidents In recent:
histar

A seplesion rechod the Wisjek dagh coal mne,
located 1n the southern city of Fuda Saske,
on Fricay, 18 Septomber, Killing 13 that day
and Injuring 43, three of whom died later in
hiepital. The period of mourming was declared
by Peesident Lach Kaczyriskl. The accident has.
e dlescritod as “orer ol the darkest days in
Poligh miniog, and an investigation is under-
way 10 determing # the explosion, which was
Catmed by methane g sweeping tinugh he
ming, could have been prevented,

Palish WWIl Heroes Honaured in UK
1 bk rary s, bt Pales can o say they
have 4 memarial on British sal dedicated to
their conppairiots who fought under British
command in Werld War Il, Unveslad on 19 Sap.
Letmies, Une statue stands in the Hatianal e
marlal Adboretuim in Lichfield, Staffardshire. It
is the: first memarial sclety dedicated to the
Poles that were killed fighting in the Secomd
Wl W The mevnorist depricts four figires,
each representing a branch of the Palish armed
farces: & pilat from the alr force, & member
of the Polish nawy, an infantryman who fought
in tha battle of Monts Cassing, and a fomsls
resistance fightar from the undsrground Home:
Aermye 1t i ackarnee] with a huge engle, repre-
<eting the (pee Peéish rapatiic,

The £300,000 for the £ost of e SLans wes.
s e the years ty sveral charities and
Polish arganisations, and the figures were
craftid in Palned by sculptor fiabert Sobacin:
shi. The panels that suround the figures were:
also engraved in Batand, and thiy describe the
trialsiaf thv Palish it whea fought alt aver the
warld in the Secand Warld War. While for many.
thie pemartal his corme ton late, as more and
mare veterans pass awny, the statues spon-
Sors hope that the newest generation af Pries.
in the LK, thase wha maved after 2004, will
Iissem shout theit natioers heroic pest thanks
o this memorial.

13th Polish Saldier Lest in Afghanistan
A Arericars remermbered the tagedy of 11
Sepeamber, Foles woke up o word of another
tragucly closar to homes anather Polish soldisr
was Wlled In Afghanistan. Private first class
Piotr Marcinia st b life in the district of
Aadar, during an exchange of fire with Afghan
resilance fighters, Four other coafition sol-
s were wotnded, and it 15 estimated that
ot then 10 Afghan fighters were killed, in-
clisding e simpected of mumenos terrarist.
attacks in the Polish-controlied Ghaani prov
ince, That provinge was where & week before,
ancther saldier, Marcin Porgha, was killod
whers & mine went aff ueder his armoured ve-
hicta,

The skirmish happennd near the Four Comers.
millltary bass, when the Potish regiment wes.
called in w0 support a joint American-Afghan
patrol. Frivate first class Marciniak, from the
4t irbome-Avault Bogade from Krokaw,
wias Killed on the spot by gunfire, as medical
heticapters were called in to treat the ather
wobnded troops. 30-year-oid Marcipiah, a vet-
oran of the wars in Banés ard Herzogaving av
well s Irag, in the 116 Polish soldier to be
Milled in Afghaniszan, and already the third in
twe monhs.

Polish couple explores the world by motorbike

Wojclech Galon

n April 2008, Kamil and Teabela
Gamanski sel ot on @ journey
fram Singapere to Poland - on the
back of a motorbi

It turned vut 1o be a true odyssey,
cne that’s spanmed 17 months, 82,000
Kilometres and 51 countries in Asia
and Africa, mainly via "ofl-the-beaten”
iracks,

.'\ftcl roaming vast, open Mongolian
grasslands, meandering along coastal
nrnh,sln Japan and émbarking on hunt-

in the Central African
I'lcp'ubUc they expested to be home by
now. That was before their compulsive
wanderlust inspired the decision 1o ex-
tend the trip o South America.

The Krakow Fost caught up with
these globetrotters and gof & unigue in-
sight Into the art of around-the-world
travel,

K First of all, tell us a hit about your-
selves and why you're doing this trip.

Kamil Gamansks: We were both born
in Poland. It was hall & world away, in
Austialia, that we first met. 1 had lived
in Melbourne since 1 was seven and lea-
bela was backpacking her way around
the country. We decided that our futome
Jay in Poland and planned (0 regurn o
gether: Befure going hack, we wanled 1o
see some more of Southeast Asia and
stopped over in Singapore, We liked it

50w stayed for 2.5 years, Leahela wi
smp!rm!ln logisties while T worked in
banking.

KP: Why Singapore to Poland on the
back of a motorcyce?

Kz Well, on the one hand we Jove o
travel, The allure eof 4 new boeder cross-
ing and the adventures that lay beyond
it is just too pond 1o pass up, On the
other hand i the fact that our main
form of transport in Singapore was the
mterevle.

The sense of freedom that the bike
affrds s unparalleled in our opinien,
Ir's versatile, relatively easy to transport,
goes practically anywhere and gives you
an unrestricted 360-degree view of the
world, You smell, feel and hear every

p leabelis and Kamil at the Cape of Goad Hope, Cape Tawn, Smith Africa

Battem: lmprovised bridge, northern Pakistan | photos Teabeds Gamaniska

kilometre travelled.

KP: What have been some of the high-
lights of the trip s far?

KG: The freedom of Mongoli's “noth-
ingness”, The land and the lives of the
people haven't changed since Genghis
Khan roamed and conquered. And,
although some of the poorest ipeup]l‘

ve met. the Mengolian nomads’ hos-
pitality is boundless.

The Karakorum Highway from Chi-
i 1o Pakistan, The most d ramatic scen-
ery we've seen so far, The “highway s a
gravel road elched into the vertical faces
of 7,000- and £,000-metre mountains,
Ethicipia's Chmo Valley and the cross:
ing Inte Kenya via Lake Turkana, Afler
being dumbstruck by a Humer coming
of uge ceremany known as “bull jump-
ing’, we continued south along Lake
Turkanu and crossed Into Kenya via an
unelficial border crssing. The mouie -

Traditional Thai massages

{elassical, with harbal compresmes, with oils, foot massage and more)

strengthen the immune system

remove toxins
improve metabolism

improve blood and lymphatic circulation

All massages are performed by highly qualified Thal
masseuses trained at the Wat Po Temple in Banghok
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leeng, tough, very remote - rewarded us
with unique encounters at Turlena vil
lages,

Desert crossing amound Lake Chad.
Somie of the teoghest riding and harsh-
st conditions we've experienced, Bat
tling through deep sand and tempera-
tures of over +400, our perseverance
wus rewarded with incredible desert
.ﬁ‘rne:F' and a unique insight into the
liwes ol Chad's Saharan inhabitants.

KP: You don't hesitate to veer off-road
and embark on challenging rontes and
stunning side trips. Have vour most
colourful adventures come by acci-
dent?

Trabela Gamaska: Almusw all of them!
Unless we were recommended an inter-
esting mu!»b\'n I»]I.w\'nvul..mslu most
“ide Lrips” are spontaneous and more
often than nel end up being memarable
adventures. One memorable episode oc-
curred In Kyrgyrstan when we decided
10 leave the tarmac seuth of Lake Bsyvk
Kul andd take a “shortowt” over a moun-
tain pass and acrossa high plateay. There
were i number of iver crossings and wo
ol stuck in one of them. It was decper
than we anticipated and the strong cur-
rent pr leJuxfrt-m pushing the bike
out oureelves, Luckily there were some
local herders on hand Lo help wrench
the bike out using thelr horses,

KF: An aspect that stands out aboun

your trip is just how raw of an experi

znw this is, You're infatuated with off-
riding,

termined to avoid tour-

English For Business

Translaters, Interpreters

Fum in the dunes in Namibia | photo lmbela Gamariska

Ist-infested areas, dependent on maps,
u compass and the locals, as opposed
to GPS. How much has this enhanced
your trip?

KG: We definitely cannot imagine trav-
elling any other way, {mee in a while
we mect overlanders over-dependent
n technotogy and prevccupled with
finding the best and guickest oot o
their destination. We can't help but feel
thal Lhey are missing oul on the best bit
about everfand travel, which is 1o meot
the real locals, unaffeeted by turism
and unbiased in their views, o push
yoursell und discover your mental as
well as physical limits, and o see the
countryside at 30km'h, rather than
whizzing by at 100km/h,

KP; Flirting with danger must be
part-and-parcel of travelling across
the world on the back of a motorhike,
Travelling through Pakistan seemed a
particutarly eerie experience. Where
else have you encountered some nerve-
racking moments?

IG: The other country that comes 1o
mind is Yemen. Altheugh we had an
amazing time there and it ranks highly
om our list of favourite countries so far,
we couldn't help bul feel the need 1o re-
main alert and vigilant al all times.

On one pecasion we were siopped at
apolice adblock and tald that we must
continue with an escont for the next
A00km. L was late in the day and by the
time we had covered 200km L was get-
Ling dark, We try not to travet afier dark

Palish For Foreigners

and asked the police officers escorting
us whether we could camp behind the
palice compound at the next check
past. In reply ane officer shuok hishead
gravely, pointed at us and then made a
sign as if he was slitting his throat! We
ot the message and spent Lh» remain-
ing 200km lovking : .
foth sides of the
ambush. To say we were a little freaked
out wirnld be an understatement.

KP: Are you afraid of having to adjust
- one day - 1o the “real” world?

The :hnul,hl ol returning to the
Lusl world” terrlies wst W often talk
about whether we'll be able (o adjust

and console ourselves with the fact that
it all depends on us.

The trip will surely have 1o come ta
an end one day, but it doesn’t mean the
adventure has o, We both quit office
jobs back in Singapore and don't plan
for return (o a d;i Job. T plan to pursue
my avinlion carcer while [zabela islo
ing at travel phetography and toarism, T
don't think our travelling days are num-
bered just yet,

Read the full interview at
wivw krakowpast.com

To follow the adventure, check out:
wwwsingapore2poland.com

T ——
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